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Abstract: This article explores the pivotal role of ecological values in shaping students” ecological
awareness and worldview. Ecological values are fundamental in developing a responsible attitude
towards nature and strengthening ecological culture. Through both theoretical and practical
approaches, the article examines effective methods for instilling ecological values in students,
highlighting the importance of family, school, and societal involvement in environmental education.
The findings emphasize the necessity of integrating ecological values into the educational process,
not only through knowledge transfer but also through practical activities and projects that promote
environmental responsibility. This study underscores the crucial role of ecological education in
fostering sustainable attitudes toward nature, thereby contributing to the formation of a responsible
and ecologically aware generation.
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1. Introduction

The relationship between nature and humanity is governed by certain laws, and
failure to comply with them inevitably leads to ecological catastrophe sooner or later [1].
In terms of the tragic consequences it has brought and may bring to humankind, this
problem ranks second only to the devastation of nuclear war. Indeed, as a result of
scientific and technological development, the progress of knowledge and technologies in
various fields, the emergence of new energy sources and chemical substances, and the
reckless exploitation of natural resources, the air and water become polluted, the land that
sustains humanity becomes unsuitable for use, ultimately depriving people of their living
environment [2], [3].

Today, humanity has realized the scale of the danger it faces and has vividly felt the
consequences of the damage caused by human activity to the environment. Human
activity has brought about significant changes in the natural world. These changes are
reflected in the current classifications of ecological security — global, regional, national, and
local —which have not bypassed our country either [4]. Among the threats are ozone layer
depletion, climate change, desertification, scarcity of clean drinking water, the Aral Sea
crisis, reduction of flora and fauna species, illegal deforestation, land degradation, water
shortages, and atmospheric pollution [5], [6].

American Journal of Social and Humanitarian Research 2025, 6(9), 2182-2185

https://globalresearchnetwork.us/index.php/ajshr


mailto:nazarova_namdu@inbox.ru

2183

Currently, ecological problems pose a threat not only to the environment but also to
human life itself. Global climate change, decreasing water resources, air pollution, and the
loss of biodiversity present serious challenges to humanity. Therefore, teaching students
ecological awareness and culture, and providing education on these issues, is of particular
importance [7]. In recent years, the intensification of relations between nature and society
has led to a sharper manifestation of problems in these processes.

The extent of society’s impact on nature has reached such a level that the harmony
between the two has been disrupted, resulting in the breakdown of the natural balance.
One of the most crucial factors in solving this issue is to raise the younger generation as
environmentally responsible and cultured individuals [8]. The development of ecological
responsibility and culture among students is directly linked to the successful
implementation of these same issues within society. The higher the level of students’
knowledge about environmental education and the rational use of nature, and the better
they understand natural laws, the greater their ecological responsibility and culture of
utilizing nature will be. The responsibility for achieving this largely falls upon teachers
and educators [9], [10].

The aim of environmental education is to instill in students an understanding of
ecology within the framework of the harmony between humans and nature, and humans
and the environment, while cultivating ecological responsibility and morality. This is
manifested through scientifically grounded interaction with nature [11].

In our time, the high ideals of ecological ethical norms and new moral standards
regarding human relations with nature are taking shape. The ethical dimensions of
universal ecological values are becoming a decisive factor in shaping relations in politics,
economics, and ideology [12]. In other words, the moral content of ecological ideals is
increasingly encompassing other forms of social consciousness on a broader scale.

2. Materials and Methods

In recent years, environmental protection and the development of ecological
awareness have become crucial global issues. In scientific literature, ecological values are
defined as human attitudes toward nature, respect for it, and a positive approach to its
protection. The formation of ecological values in students is considered a key factor in
developing ecological awareness, as values influence human behavior and decision-
making.

Pedagogical research emphasizes that ecological values are a primary tool for
fostering a positive attitude toward environmental conservation in school-age children.
Furthermore, the formation of ecological values defines an individual's ecological
worldview and ethical norms, which lay the foundation for future generations to treat
nature with care.

One of the main tasks of environmental education is to instill ecological values in
students and encourage them to live harmoniously with nature. In this process, methods
aimed at increasing students’ activity, practical experience, and ecological culture play a
significant role. For example, environmental protection projects, ecological events, and
interactive activities help strengthen students' ecological values.

Moreover, it is emphasized that the development of ecological values should not be
limited to theoretical knowledge but must also involve teaching students to apply these
principles in everyday life and feel a sense of responsibility for environmental issues.
Therefore, the role of schools, the family environment, and society is essential in shaping
students' sustainable ecological worldview, as they collectively contribute to the
development of ecological consciousness.

Overall, ecological values occupy a central place in shaping students' ecological
awareness and worldview. They help develop children’s responsible and positive attitudes
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toward the environment and establish a solid foundation for ecological culture. Thus,
ecological values should be actively integrated into the educational process.

3. Results and Discussion

The role of ecological values in shaping students' ecological awareness and
worldview is found to be extremely important and decisive. Research and practical
experience show that ecological values serve as the main factor in forming students’
attitude towards nature. These values develop behaviors such as respecting the
environment and approaching its preservation with responsibility [13].

It was found that in the educational process, not only theoretical knowledge but also
practical activities, ecological events, and project work must be applied in order to convey
and develop ecological values in students. In this way, students not only learn ecological
concepts but also acquire skills to apply them in real life and to treat nature with respect
[14]. This contributes to the stable formation of their ecological worldview.

Furthermore, the crucial role of students' family environment, school, and society in
shaping ecological values was demonstrated. These three primary environments are
interconnected in students' ecological education, complementing each other and
strengthening ecological culture. Especially, the formation of ecological values in early
childhood education in the family helps ensure the sustainability of ecological awareness
in the future [15].

The research also indicates that the development of ecological values in students
should not be limited to providing knowledge but should also create conditions for them
to consistently incorporate ecological norms into their actions and decisions. This, in turn,
enables the upbringing of responsible citizens who approach the environment with care.

4. Conclusion

The role of ecological values in shaping students' ecological awareness and
worldview is extremely significant. Ecological values serve as the foundational principle
that determines students' attitudes toward the environment. They help develop positive
behaviors such as loving nature and responsibly approaching its protection.

The formation of ecological values in the educational process should be carried out
not only through theoretical knowledge but also through practical activities, ecological
projects, and cultural events. These methods provide students with opportunities to apply
ecological knowledge to real-life situations and acquire practical skills for environmental
conservation. Thus, ecological values enrich and ensure the sustainability of students’
ecological worldview.

Moreover, the importance of family, school, and society in shaping ecological values
is significant. Together, these three environments teach students ecological culture and
strengthen their sense of responsibility. Especially, the early formation of ecological values
within the family provides the foundation for their sustainability.

Therefore, ecological values are a primary tool not only for developing ecological
knowledge and skills in students but also for shaping their responsible attitude toward life
and the environment. Strengthening and developing ecological values in the education
system must be a priority, as it holds great significance for ensuring future generations live
in a sustainable and healthy environment.
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