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Abstract: The article examines the theoretical and legal as well as practical aspects of ensuring 

human rights in the process of international cooperation in combating crime. Particular attention 

is paid to the analysis of universal and regional international human rights standards and their 

implementation within the national legal system of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The study explores 

the complex correlation between the objectives of criminal prosecution and the obligation to 

respect and protect fundamental human rights. Judicial practice and contemporary law-

enforcement trends are analyzed with a view to identifying systemic challenges in balancing 

effective crime control with the protection of individual freedoms. The author substantiates the 

need to further improve national mechanisms for safeguarding human rights in the context of the 

growing transnationalization of crime and the intensification of international cooperation among 

law-enforcement agencies.   
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Introduction  

Contemporary processes of globalization, digitalization, and the transnationalization of crime have 

fundamentally transformed the nature and scale of threats to public security. Terrorism, human 

trafficking, cybercrime, corruption, and the laundering of criminal proceeds increasingly transcend 

national jurisdictions, thereby objectively necessitating enhanced international cooperation among 

states in the field of criminal justice. 

At the same time, there is a growing demand for ensuring an adequate level of protection of the 

rights and freedoms of individuals involved in the sphere of international criminal prosecution. 

International cooperation cannot be implemented in isolation from the principles of the rule of law, 

humanism, and fair trial guarantees. The balance between the effectiveness of combating crime 

and the observance of human rights thus emerges as a key criterion of legitimacy for contemporary 

international criminal justice cooperation. 

1. International Legal Foundations for Ensuring Human Rights in Anti-Crime Cooperation 

The international legal system of human rights protection is based on a set of universal and regional 

instruments establishing binding standards of state conduct. Among the fundamental instruments 

are the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (1966), the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (1984), as well as the European Convention on Human Rights (1950). 
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These instruments enshrine imperative principles, including the prohibition of torture, the right to 

a fair trial, the presumption of innocence, and the right to an effective remedy. Their provisions 

have direct relevance for extradition, mutual legal assistance, and the transfer of criminal 

prosecution. 

A special role is played by the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, which has 

developed stable standards according to which a state may not transfer an individual to another 

state where there exists a real risk of violations of fundamental rights (e.g., Soering v. the United 

Kingdom, Othman (Abu Qatada) v. the United Kingdom). 

2. National Legal Context of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

In recent years, the Republic of Uzbekistan has implemented a comprehensive set of legal reforms 

aimed at strengthening human rights guarantees and humanizing criminal policy. The Constitution 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan (as amended in 2023) enshrines the priority of human rights and 

freedoms, their direct applicability, and the obligation of all state authorities to respect and protect 

them. 

The Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code establish important safeguards, including 

judicial control over coercive procedural measures, the right to defense, the presumption of 

innocence, and the prohibition of unlawful investigative methods. In the context of international 

cooperation, these norms acquire particular importance, as they serve as legal benchmarks for 

assessing the admissibility of extradition and other forms of mutual legal assistance from the 

perspective of human rights protection. 

Judicial practice demonstrates the gradual formation of an approach whereby priority is given not 

to the formal execution of international requests, but to the substantive assessment of real risks of 

human rights violations. This approach corresponds to Uzbekistan’s international treaty 

obligations and contributes to strengthening trust in the national legal system. 

3. Challenges and Prospects for Improving Legal Regulation 

Despite the progress achieved, law-enforcement practice continues to face a number of systemic 

challenges, including: 

• the absence of unified criteria for assessing the risk of human rights violations in 

extradition proceedings; 

• insufficient procedural regulation of judicial oversight over international cooperation 

mechanisms; 

• limited access to effective individual remedies at the early stages of international legal 

procedures; 

• the need to enhance the professional competence of officials involved in international legal 

cooperation. 

In order to improve legal regulation in this sphere, it appears advisable to: 

1. Legislatively закрепить the obligation to conduct a comprehensive human rights risk 

assessment when considering requests for extradition and mutual legal assistance; 

2. Strengthen judicial control over decisions taken by authorities engaged in international 

cooperation; 

3. Institutionalize monitoring mechanisms to ensure compliance with human rights standards 

in international procedures; 

4. Expand specialized training programs for judges, prosecutors, and investigators in 

international human rights law. 



154   Journal of Public Diplomacy and International Studies                                                www. grnjournal.us   

  

Conclusion 

The conducted research demonstrates that ensuring human rights in the process of international 

anti-crime cooperation constitutes one of the most complex and significant challenges of 

contemporary legal development. Under conditions of globalization and the transnationalization 

of crime, the issue of balancing the effectiveness of criminal prosecution with the protection of 

fundamental human rights acquires particular theoretical and practical relevance. 

The analysis of international legal instruments, judicial practice, and national legislation confirms 

that modern systems of crime control are increasingly oriented toward the priority of human rights 

as a universal value. International standards elaborated within the framework of the United Nations, 

the Council of Europe, and other intergovernmental institutions establish a mandatory minimum 

of guarantees that must be respected regardless of the nature of the offense or the personality of 

the accused. These standards reshape the very understanding of the permissible limits of state 

coercion and predetermine the necessity of further humanization of criminal policy. 

At the national level, particularly in the Republic of Uzbekistan, a stable trend toward 

harmonization of domestic legislation with international standards is evident. Nevertheless, 

persistent challenges related to inconsistencies in law-enforcement practice and the need for further 

institutional strengthening of human rights protection mechanisms require a comprehensive and 

systemic response. 

In this regard, the development of an integrated approach is of paramount importance. Such an 

approach should ensure not only formal compliance with international standards but also their 

effective implementation in law-enforcement practice. Effective international cooperation must be 

grounded in legal certainty, proportionality, judicial oversight, and respect for human dignity. Only 

under these conditions can a sustainable model of international anti-crime cooperation be 

established, capable of responding to contemporary global challenges while remaining firmly 

rooted in the principles of the rule of law and the protection of human rights.  
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