
Miasto Przyszłości 
Kielce 2024 

 103  

. Vol. 59 (2025): Miasto Przyszłości +62 811 2928008 

 

 

Impact Factor: 9.9 ISSN-L: 2544-980X 

ON THE LINGUISTIC NATURE OF DIMINUTIVES 

 
Nasimova Sohiba Yaxyaevna 

Assistant teacher of the Department of Languages Samarkand state medical university 

nasimovasohiba4@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

Abstract. This article describes some considerations about the linguistic nature, specific features, 

and types of words that are characteristic of the diminutive category.The problem of studying the 

semantic and word-formation properties of words with the meanings of diminutive endearment is widely 

covered in the linguistic literature.The article analyzes the research conducted in world linguistics on this 

subject, the theoretical views of scientists. 
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 The article of expressing subjective evaluation has been extensively covered since the second half 

of the 18th century by scholars such as M. V. Lomonosov, F. I. Buslaev, A. N. Vostokov, G. R. Pavsky, 

K. S. Aksakov, A. A. Shakhmatov, V. V. Vinogradov, and A. A. Potebnya. The first mention of 

evaluative derivatives was found in G. W. Ludolf's "Russian Grammar" [1]. 

Artistic speech is expressed in written form. Its oral form (read by an actor or someone else) is 

secondary or indirect in nature to the written form. This form is closely related to the person reading the 

text, and with its change, it also changes. The unity or, in other words, the criterion of artistic speech is a 

whole, artistically completed work that expresses a complete message. Like the message expressed by any 

functional method in the language, the text of an artistic work can be considered as a complex of 

successive selections of speech acts. A number of objective and subjective, personal factors, in turn, 

explains this. The influence of factors transferred to the language is most manifested in two types of 

speech, namely, everyday oral and artistic speech. The first of these two types of speech is characterized 

by its situation and informality, while the second is characterized by its ideological and aesthetic 

orientation and the harmony of the century. Artistic creation is a product of existence, taken separately by 

man. 

Fictional text (imaginary description) is a part of textual descriptions in role-playing materials. 

They do not contain game and game-mechanical information. Fictional text is often written from the point 

of view of an ordinary person about the literary parts of some aspects of the world. Fictional texts create 

an atmosphere, ignite the imagination of readers, and help them immerse themselves in the text. For 

example, poems, stories, novels, poems and many other literary genres can be classified as artistic styles. 

Many classics of Russian literature used artistic styles in their works. 
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Miasto Przyszłości 
Kielce 2024 

 104  

. Vol. 59 (2025): Miasto Przyszłości +62 811 2928008 

 

 

The study of the semantic and word-formation characteristics of words with diminutive and 

endearing meanings has been widely explored in linguistic literature. Among the works dedicated to this 

issue, the contributions of M. G. Danielova [2], L. I. Osipova [3], V. I. Churganova [4], and others 

deserve special mention. 

 According to "Morphology of the Russian Language" and the "Linguistic Encyclopedic 

Dictionary", diminutives originate from the Latin word "diminutio", meaning reduction or diminution [5]. 

In addition to conveying an emotionally expressive nuance, they also express the idea of diminution 

concerning the object indicated by the word, often accompanied by an interjectional element [6]. 

J. Svobodova [8] examines in her works the phenomenon of diminutive words potentially surviving 

lexicalization, meaning the loss of their diminutive meaning. This process is related to the transformation 

of a diminutive suffix into a purely word-forming suffix with a neutral, objective meaning. 

 The process of lexicalization helps convert a diminutive form into an independent word that no 

longer carries a diminutive meaning. Such phenomena occur in two different ways: 

By adding these  endings-y / -ie  

Dog → Doggy (it → kichkina it / sevimli it) 

Cat → Kitty (mushuk → mushukcha) 

Duck → Ducky (o‘rdak → o‘rdakcha) 

Tom → Tommy (Tom ismining kichraytiruvchi shakli) 

Dear → Deary (aziz → azizim) 

-let qo‘shimchasi: 

Book → Booklet (kitob → kichik kitob, risola) 

Pig → Piglet (cho‘chqa → cho‘chqacha) 

Star → Starlet (yulduz → yosh yulduzcha, aktrisa) 

-ette qo‘shimchasi: 

Kitchen → Kitchenette (oshxona → kichkina oshxona) 

Lad → Ladette (o‘g‘il bola → shilqim qiz) 

2. Sevish-erkalash shakllari (terms of endearment) 

Mom → Mommy / Mummy (ona → onajon) 

Dad → Daddy (ota → otajon) 

Grandma → Granny (buvi → buvijon) 

Baby → Babe / Babykins (chaqaloq → bolajon) 

Sweet → Sweetie (shirin → shirinjon) 

House → Little house (uy → uycha) 

Boy → Little boy (bola → bolakay) 

Flower → Little flower (gul → gulcha) 

 Diminutives possess a distinct stylistic expressiveness and are often marked in dictionaries as 
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characteristic of colloquial speech. According to S. G. Sheidaeva, different speech styles express 

subjective and evaluative forms in various ways, both qualitatively and quantitatively. The presence of 

subjective evaluative formations is inherent in spoken language, as they add diversity to communication. 

Without words carrying subjective evaluation, our everyday speech would take on a formal tone, 

disrupting the natural conversational style [9]. 

In journalistic style, subjective evaluative formations are frequently used to directly express an 

assessment of the speech topic, as influencing the reader and the message is a primary goal of 

journalism.In scientific writing, authors rarely use emotionally evaluative morphemes, but they do 

employ measuring-evaluative formations, particularly diminutive nouns. In such cases, diminutives are 

used in a descriptive manner rather than for emotional expression. 

In formal business style, subjective evaluative derivatives are generally absent in modern texts. However, 

in the past, they were a distinctive feature of business document language. 

Artistic speech most vividly reflects an individual's personality. In literature, including individual 

authorial articles and various genres, the potential of subjective and evaluative word formation is fully 

realized. The richness of subjective and evaluative vocabulary is extensively reflected in literary texts.  

Based on an analysis of linguistic literature, we can conclude that diminutives express meanings of 

diminution, endearment, diminutive-endearment, and diminutive-pejorative connotations. They are 

classified according to the nature of diminution, such as size, height, dimensions, degree of manifestation, 

significance, or deviation from the norm. This word group has a distinct stylistic coloring, leading to the 

conclusion that diminutives are most commonly characteristic of colloquial speech. 
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