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Abstract: Isaac Asimov’s “The Currents of Space” introduces Valona March as a central 

female character within a politically charged science fiction narrative. This article examines the 

portrayal of Valona’s psyche, analyzing how her emotional strength, loyalty, and role as a 

caregiver reflect mid-20th-century gender norms and social dynamics. While her character 

remains underdeveloped compared to male counterparts, this analysis situates her within 

Asimov’s narrative priorities and the broader context of women in science fiction during this 

period. Employing feminist critique and a comparative analysis with other female characters in 

Asimov’s works, this article explores Valona’s subtle agency and emotional resilience amidst 

political oppression. 
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Introduction. Isaac Asimov’s “The Currents of Space” is primarily known for its exploration of 

sociopolitical dynamics between the planets Florina and Sark. However, the role of women, 

particularly the character Valona March, offers an opportunity to investigate Asimov’s portrayal 

of the female psyche within a mid-20th-century context. Asimov’s science fiction has often been 

critiqued for sidelining character development in favor of broader intellectual explorations, but 

Valona’s character presents a complex interplay of traditional gender roles and subtle emotional 

power. This article seeks to analyze Valona’s psyche, examining how her emotional resilience, 

loyalty, and interactions with societal structures contribute to the narrative. By comparing Valona 

with other female characters in Asimov’s works and employing feminist criticism, this study aims 

to provide a deeper understanding of her role within both the novel and the broader genre of 

science fiction. 

Materials & Methods 

This study employs a qualitative literary analysis approach, focusing on textual analysis of “The 

Currents of Space”. Comparative analysis is used to examine Valona March in relation to other 

https://semantjournals.org/index.php/AJPSLS


                                  ( American Journal of Political Science and Leadership Studies) 

 

American Journal of Political Science and Leadership Studies 11 

female characters from Asimov’s works, such as Susan Calvin from “I, Robot”. Feminist literary 

criticism serves as the theoretical framework for exploring Valona’s emotional labor, power 

dynamics, and agency within a politically charged narrative. The analysis is divided into thematic 

categories: Valona’s emotional resilience, her political and social context, and her role as a 

caregiver. 

Results 

1. Emotional Resilience and Loyalty: Valona March is depicted as a nurturing figure, loyal to 

Rik, the amnesiac protagonist. Her emotional strength is demonstrated through her 

unwavering support and willingness to protect Rik, despite the dangers they face. This aspect 

of Valona’s psyche reflects traditional feminine roles of the time, where women were often 

portrayed as caregivers. However, her loyalty is not passive; it is an active, conscious choice 

that places her in dangerous situations, demonstrating her resilience in the face of political 

oppression on Florina. 

2. Navigating Political Oppression: Florina, a subjugated planet controlled by Sark, adds 

complexity to Valona’s character. Her psyche is shaped not only by personal relationships but 

also by the oppressive societal structures that govern her life. Valona’s ability to navigate 

these political hierarchies, often in subtle and cautious ways, suggests an emotional 

intelligence that allows her to maintain agency in a male-dominated world. Her role in 

uncovering Rik’s past and the larger political conspiracy reflects her influence within the 

narrative, even if her actions are framed by traditional gender expectations. 

3. Comparative Analysis: Valona vs. Other Female Characters in Asimov’s Works: 

Comparing Valona to Susan Calvin from “I, Robot” reveals Asimov’s varied approach to 

female characters. While Calvin is portrayed as a rational and emotionally restrained scientist, 

Valona embodies a different type of power—one rooted in empathy and emotional resilience. 

Both characters, however, operate within male-dominated worlds, exerting influence in 

different ways. This comparison highlights the diversity of female representation in Asimov’s 

works, while also underscoring the limitations in their psychological development. 

4. Feminist Critique: Emotional Labor and Agency 

From a feminist perspective, Valona’s emotional labor is a form of power, though constrained by 

the gender norms of Asimov’s era. While she is often portrayed in a supportive role, her 

emotional intelligence and loyalty are crucial to the plot’s progression. However, her psyche is not 

explored with the same depth as the male characters, suggesting that her emotional labor, while 

valuable, is still secondary to the intellectual and political contributions of the male protagonists. 

This reflects a broader trend in mid-20th-century science fiction, where women’s roles were often 

limited to caregivers or supporters, rather than fully realized agents of change. 

Discussion 

Valona March’s portrayal in “The Currents of Space” reflects both the limitations and the 

potential of female characters in mid-20th-century science fiction. On one hand, her emotional 

resilience and loyalty are framed within traditional gender roles, where women are often 

caregivers and supporters to male protagonists. On the other hand, her ability to navigate the 

political complexities of Florina and Sark suggests a subtle form of agency that challenges these 

stereotypes. 

While Asimov’s narrative focus on political and scientific ideas often leaves character 

development underexplored, Valona’s role highlights the potential for women to influence the 

narrative through emotional intelligence and quiet strength. When compared to other female 

characters in Asimov’s works, such as Susan Calvin, Valona’s character demonstrates the range of 

female roles in his universe, even though they are often secondary to male-driven plots. 
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Feminist critique reveals that Valona’s emotional labor, while crucial to the narrative, is not fully 

appreciated or explored. Her psyche remains limited by the male-centric focus of the novel, a 

reflection of the genre’s broader trends during the period. However, her portrayal still lays the 

groundwork for more complex female characters in later science fiction. 

Conclusion 

Valona March’s portrayal in “The Currents of Space” offers a valuable, if limited, exploration of 

the female psyche in mid-20th-century science fiction. Her emotional resilience, loyalty, and 

subtle agency within a politically oppressive environment demonstrate the complexity of her 

character, even though her psychological depth is not fully explored. While Asimov’s narrative 

prioritizes political and intellectual ideas over character development, Valona’s role reflects both 

the constraints and the potential for female characters during this period. Future science fiction 

authors would build on this foundation, creating more nuanced and complex depictions of 

women’s psyches in the genre. 
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