American Journal of Political Science and Leadership Studies, Vol.2, No.8 (Aug, 2025),

E-ISSN: 2997-9420

American Journal of Political Science and Leadership Studies ;_
https://semantjournals.org/index.php/AJPSLS Wiz

. ) Check for updates
WResearch Article B —

Governance and Political Inability in Northeast India: an Analytical
Perspective

Mrs. Tanem Techi
Assistant Professor , Rang Frah Govt.College Changlang , Email: Aung2018.Nong@Gmail.Com

Abstract: The northeast region of india, characterized by its rich ethnic diversity,
complex geopolitical terrain, and historical marginalization,presents a unique case study in
governance and political agency. This analytical perspective explores the persistent challenges of
political inability manifested through administrative inefficiency, fragile state institutions, and
limited civic engagement that have hindered inclusive development and democratic consolidation
in the region. Drawing on interdisciplinary frameworks from political science, indigenous
governance and social justice theory, the paper examines how colonial legacies ,insurgency
movements, and center-state tensions have shaped governance structures and eroded public trust.
It further investigates the role of customary institutions,civil society and youth- led movements in
reimagining participatory governance. By integrating empirical data with experiential insights,
the study aims to illuminate pathways toward resilient,context sensitive governance that honors
indigenous autonomy while strengthening democratic accountability. The findings underscore the
need for policy innovation, decentralization and culturally grounded civic education to address
the region's governance deficits and foster sustainable Peace.
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Introduction

Northeast India, comprising eight states, is characterized by its ethnic diversity, cultural richness, and
strategic geopolitical significance. However, the region has been plagued by governance challenges
and political instability, which have hindered its development and integration into the broader Indian
polity. This paper aims to analyze the factors contributing to governance failures and political
inability in Northeast India, focusing on historical, socio-political, and economic dimensions. By
examining these factors, the study seeks to provide insights into potential pathways for improving
governance and political efficacy in the region.
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Literature Review

The literature on governance in Northeast India reveals a complex interplay of historical
grievances, ethnic identities, and political dynamics. Scholars such as Baruah (2003) argue that
the historical context of colonialism and post-colonial state formation has led to a fragmented
political landscape, where ethnic identities often supersede national integration. Furthermore, the
works of Jha (2014) highlight the role of insurgency and militancy in undermining democratic
processes, leading to a pervasive sense of political alienation among the populace.

Additionally, the governance framework in Northeast India has been critiqued for its bureaucratic
inefficiencies and lack of accountability (Bhaumik, 2009). The region's unique administrative
challenges, including the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), have further complicated
governance efforts, as noted by Singh (2016). Moreover, the economic underdevelopment of the
region, as discussed by Sharma (2018), exacerbates political instability, creating a vicious cycle of
discontent and unrest.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative analytical approach, utilizing secondary data from academic
journals, government reports, and policy analyses. The research focuses on case studies from
various states within Northeast India, including Assam, Manipur, and Nagaland, to illustrate the
diverse manifestations of governance challenges. The analysis is structured around key themes:
historical context, ethnic dynamics, governance frameworks, and economic conditions.

Results

The findings indicate that governance in Northeast India is significantly influenced by historical
grievances stemming from colonial rule and post-colonial state policies. Ethnic diversity, while a
source of cultural richness, has often led to political fragmentation and conflict, undermining
cohesive governance. The bureaucratic inefficiencies and lack of accountability within
administrative structures have resulted in widespread corruption and public disillusionment.
Furthermore, economic underdevelopment has perpetuated a cycle of political instability, with
limited opportunities for youth leading to increased militancy and insurgency.

Discussion

The analysis reveals that the political inability in Northeast India is not merely a result of local
governance failures but is deeply rooted in historical and socio-political contexts. The interplay of
ethnic identities and political aspirations has created a complex landscape where governance is
often viewed through the lens of identity politics. The persistence of AFSPA and its implications
for civil liberties further complicate the governance framework, leading to a climate of distrust
between the state and its citizens.

To address these challenges, it is imperative to adopt a multi-faceted approach that includes
strengthening democratic institutions, enhancing accountability mechanisms, and promoting
inclusive economic development. Engaging with local communities and recognizing their unique
identities can foster a sense of ownership and participation in governance processes.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the governance and political inability in Northeast India are products of a
confluence of historical, socio-political, and economic factors. Addressing these challenges
requires a nuanced understanding of the region's complexities and a commitment to fostering
inclusive governance. By prioritizing accountability, community engagement, and economic
development, there is potential for transforming the governance landscape in Northeast India,
ultimately contributing to greater political stability and social cohesion.
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