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Abstract: This article explores the formation of economic terminology in Ray Bradbury’s The Martian 

Chronicles from both morphological and syntactic perspectives. While the novel is primarily a work of science 

fiction, it presents implicit economic concepts related to colonization, trade, and resource use. The study aims 

to analyze how such concepts are expressed through language and how new or context-specific terms are 

constructed within the narrative. The research is based on qualitative textual analysis of selected examples. 

Morphological processes such as compounding, affixation, and nominalization are examined alongside 

syntactic structures, including complex noun phrases and attributive constructions. The findings show that 

Bradbury often combines morphological creativity with flexible syntactic patterns to produce expressive and 

context-dependent economic terms. Overall, the study demonstrates that literary texts can contribute to the 

development of specialized vocabulary. It also highlights how the interaction between morphology and syntax 

plays a key role in shaping economic meaning in fictional discourse. 
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1. Introduction 

The study of terminology formation has become an important area of modern linguistics, 

particularly in analyzing how specialized vocabulary emerges in different types of discourse. 

Economic terminology, traditionally associated with academic and professional communication, also 

appears in literary texts where social, commercial, and technological developments are depicted. In 

science fiction literature, economic concepts often arise in connection with colonization, resource 

distribution, trade relations, and consumer culture. These elements create favorable conditions for the 

emergence of context-dependent economic terms that reflect both real-world and imagined economic 

systems.[1] 

Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles presents a fictional narrative of human settlement on 

Mars, yet it contains numerous references to economic activity such as land ownership, investment, 

trade, and market expansion. These references are expressed through various lexical units that 

function as economic terminology within the narrative. The formation of such terms is not accidental; 

rather, it is shaped by linguistic mechanisms that involve both morphological processes and syntactic 

organization. As a result, the text provides valuable material for examining how economic meaning 

is constructed through language.[2] 
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From a morphological perspective, term formation may occur through compounding, affixation, 

conversion, and nominalization. These processes allow the author to create new lexical units or adapt 

existing ones to express economic concepts in a fictional environment. At the same time, syntactic 

structures such as complex noun phrases, attributive constructions, and modifier chains contribute to 

the clarification and expansion of these terms. The interaction between morphology and syntax plays 

a significant role in shaping specialized vocabulary within literary discourse.[3] 

The aim of this article is to analyze the morphological and syntactic formation of economic 

terminology in The Martian Chronicles. The study seeks to identify key linguistic patterns used to 

construct economic terms and to examine how these patterns contribute to the representation of 

economic ideas in the narrative. By focusing on both word formation and sentence-level structures, 

the research highlights the role of language in conceptualizing economic reality within science fiction 

literature.[4] 

 

2. Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative linguistic approach to analyze the formation of economic 

terminology in Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles. The research focuses on identifying lexical 

units that express economic meaning within the narrative and examining their structural formation. 

The material for analysis consists of selected passages from the text that contain references to 

economic activity, including trade, ownership, commercialization, colonization, and resource 

distribution. These examples were collected through close reading and contextual interpretation of 

the novel.[5] 

The analysis is conducted in two main stages. First, the selected lexical items are examined from 

a morphological perspective. Particular attention is given to word-formation processes such as 

compounding (e.g., rocket trade, land speculation), affixation, conversion, and nominalization. These 

processes are analyzed to determine how new economic meanings emerge or how existing words 

acquire specialized usage within the fictional context. This stage also considers hybrid formations that 

combine general vocabulary with domain-specific meaning.[6] 

Second, the study investigates the syntactic structures used to construct economic terminology. 

Complex noun phrases, attributive modifiers, and multi-word combinations are analyzed as key 

mechanisms for forming extended economic expressions. Structures such as adjective + noun, noun 

+ noun compounds, and expanded modifier chains are examined to determine how syntactic 

organization contributes to conceptual precision and terminological development. This approach 

allows the research to highlight the interaction between morphology and syntax in shaping economic 

discourse.[7] 

The identified examples are then classified according to their formation type and semantic 

function. This classification makes it possible to determine the most productive morphological models 

and the most frequent syntactic patterns. The results are interpreted within the framework of 

terminology studies and cognitive approaches to specialized vocabulary formation, emphasizing the 

role of literary discourse in expanding economic terminology.[8] 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

The discussion of economic words in The Martian Chronicles will show that, term formation is 

a dynamic interaction between a morphological process and a syntactic structure. The results show 

that Ray Bradbury also uses the aspects of the real economic discourse and uses them creatively and 

adjusted to the conditions of the narrative, which is speculative and futuristic. This makes it possible 

to create a credible and conceptually dense economy of a fictional world through the text.[9] 

The most fruitful way of forming terms is the one that is formed by compounding, which appears 
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to be the most viable morphologically. The examples of rocket trade, space market, land speculation 

and interplanetary commerce are described as the ways of lexical units of various semantic fields 

being used together to create new meanings. The compounds are a practical incorporation of the 

technological and economic points, which show the reality of the space colonization and space 

expansion. These structures also portray semantic economy, which is the expression of complicated 

concepts in brief.[10] 

The process of affixation has a major influence in the formation of economic terminologies by 

the use of derivational suffixes, like tion, ment, al and er. These suffixes create abstract nouns 

(colonization, investment, commercialization) and agent nouns (settler, trader), which help to create 

the formal and institutional tone of the economic discourse. This is accurate of economic language in 

the real world and made the story even more believable.[11] 

Nominalization is another important process where verbs and adjectives are converted into 

nominal (e.g., expand → expansion, invest → investment, develop → development). It is a process 

that raises the degree of abstraction and allows the economic processes to be conceived as stable 

entities. Consequently, the story is more analytical in the way it presents ideas which are related to 

growth, ownership and exchange.[12] 

Moreover, there is also conversion (zero-derivation), which is the change of grammatical 

category with no morphological alteration of words (e.g., to trade, to market). This is indicative of the 

flexibility of English and this also helps in the effective formation of terms.[13] 

Syntactically, economic terms are more likely to be written in complicated noun structures. The 

Martian land system of ownership, interstellar trade system, resource distribution plan, and business 

growth projects prove that several modifiers can be used to create semantic accuracy. Through these 

constructions, it is possible to squash detailed information in short phrases, a feature of specialized 

discourse.[14] 

The combinations of adjective + noun and noun + noun (attributive constructions) are also very 

productive.[15] The domain markers are adjectives like economic, commercial, industrial, and 

planetary, whereas noun modifiers help in classification and categorization.[16] These trends are very 

similar with real-world economic terminology, which further makes the fictional world seem 

realistic.[17] 

 

4. Conclusion 

Another important observation is that morphology interacts with syntax in the creation of 

extended terminological units. Multi-layered words (compound words) are often used as part of bigger 

syntactic units, like the interplanetary trade regulation system or the policy of distributing resources 

in Mars. This stratified structure is more expressive and clear. 

Moreover, a lot of economic terms within the text are situational and semantically adaptable. 

They derive their meanings based on context of the story and not a set of pre-determined meanings, 

which is consistent with the usual cognitive linguistic approach of considering meaning as a 

dynamically structured process. Economic language in the novel is thus not influenced only by 

linguistic structure but conceptual interpretation as well. 

One can also notice that economic terms used in the text also entail implicit ideological and 

evaluative connotations. Land possession, expansion and trade terms tend to have a wider theme like 

capitalism, human ambition, and exploitation. 
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